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Aha! #1

Should companies rent memory space?

I found quite interesting chapter nine in the book, “The Mythical Man-Month” by Frederick P. Brooks, Jr. The chapter is titled, “Ten Pounds in a Five-Pound Sack” and is about renting memory space
.  Brooks writes, “The space occupied by a program is a principal cost” (98). 
Brooks explains that this is part of the software development costs.

Brooks provides an example of the IBM APL interactive software system, which rents for $400 a month and uses 160 K bytes of memory that rents for $12 per kilobyte per month. This totals $1,920 memory rent for this program. I personally never thought of the idea of renting software or memory space.
 I think it’s crazy to rent software and pay monthly for its use when you can easily purchase software and save money in the long run. And as far as renting memory space, that is far over my head.  

It’s crazy to spend a great sum of money renting memory space. As Brooks writes, “One frequently hears horror expressed that a 2 M byte machine may have 400 K devoted to its operating system. This is as foolish as criticizing a Boeing 747 because it costs $27 million” (98). Brooks continues with questions that I agree with and have to wonder why and what’s the purpose, such as “‘What does it do?’ What does one get in ease-of-use and in performance (vie efficient system utilization) for the dollars so spent? Could the $4800 per month thus invested in memory rental have been more fruitfully spent for other hardware, for programmers…” (98). I agree because why would a company spend this much money for memory rental when it could be better spent elsewhere?

I use a laptop computer and the memory I have installed to run Windows Vista and my programs is mine to keep. I would never rent memory when it’s just as easy to own or purchase memory and use for everyday programs and operations without paying monthly for it. Any company that invests in memory rental is not too smart.

Assessment & Comments:   AHA Assignments
	Scored Area
	Max Pts
	Earned
	Notes

	Quality of reflection and content connection
	60
	60
	Word Count:  342 (good)
Interesting reflection and good critical thinking about the concepts in the readings.

	Writing, organization, & clarity
	30
	28
	Good format overall, but if you include citations, you should always include a reference section. 

	Timeliness
	10
	5
	Submitted on July 7th 

	
	
	
	

	Total
	100
	93
	


Comments:

Good work. 

Pay closer attention to formal scholarly writing style in APA format as we move towards the case-study assignment where it will be very important. When you get to your senior project (UNIV-4995) it will be a central expectation.
�Of course, remember this project was in ~1970 when RAM was very hard to come by. 32KB was a lot back then.


�In APA, the citation format for this is:





(Brooks, 1995, p. 98)





The final case-study assignment will require thorough adherence to APA.


�Also, back then, IBM was in the rental business for most of its customers. They rented mainframes with all the services to go with them because customers couldn’t afford to buty them out-right at $4-millino each.


�In 2008 you are quite correct. But, think about how applications are not being offered remotely via monthly rental models. So, the notion of renting components that are very expensive to do locally is not that far-fetched and has never really disappeared completely. It’s just moved into a different space.





